
to WHOM is JESUS SPEAKING 

Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear 
him. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  

Luke 15:1-2 
 

the OLDER SON 

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.”  
Luke 15:11 

 
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants 
and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, 
‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe 
and sound.’ 28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So 
his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, 
‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 
with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your 
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
31 “ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this    
brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ”  

Luke 15:25-32 

WHAT’S in the PAINTING? 
  
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked 
down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 
Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am 
not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax 
collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but 
beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you 
that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles     
himself will be exalted.”  

Luke 18:9-14 
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the OLDER BROTHER 


